










































































































































































































































































































































































































４ Stan Yogi, “Japanese American Literature,” in King-Kok Cheung, ed., An Interethnic Companion to 





















Today Japanese American Literature is recognized as one of several ethnic literatures 
included in American Literature as wel as African American Literature, Native American 
Literature and so on. No-No- Boy, the novel by John Okada, Nisei (second generation) 
writer is one of the canonical books read in Asian American Studies, and some books by 
Cynthia Kadohata, Sansei (third generation) novelist are highly popular among the masses 
and awarded a literary prize.
In the early age of Japanese American Literature, however, the writings of Japanese 
people in the US were diverse and inconsistent. Some were written by the immigrants, and 
others by the sojourners. Some were composed in English, and others in Japanese. Some 
described the life of Japanese immigrants, and others gave an account of Japanese culture 
and art.
In this paper I wil try to disentangle the complicated situation of the writings in the early 
age of Japanese American Literature.
On the Early Age of Japanese American Literature
― １５４（３７）―
